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Another Letter to the Mercator, with another Quotation from Dr. Davenant, the In- 
fpector-General of the Cuftom-houle, which fbews upon what Defigns, and with 
what Views, the Clamours against the French Trade, ana the Pretences of its Over- 
ballancing England, were at firft raifed, and that the fame Reafons fubjift for the 











Reviving it mow. 





To the Mercator. 
F the worthy Defenders of the OLD SCHEME 


can ftand up any longer in its Behaif, they mutt, 
as a Royal Satyrift faid of another Perfon of che 
fime Kidney with thefe Men, have the Lapudence 
© of Ten Carted Whores. 
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‘ Authority has Condemn’d it, Matter of Fact has 
‘Condemn’d it, the Witnefs they brought to fpeak for 
© ir has Condemn‘d it; not a Man in the Narion, but 
‘mv Friend HARRY MARTIN, has the Face to fpeak 
6a Word for it: and would the Club he is hired to 
‘ Rail for, give him Leave, he would even bluth, and 
€Condemn it himfelt: But they fer him to work, and 
‘he muft fay Black is Whire till they will give him 
‘Yeave to fay otherwife, becaufe they pay him his 
‘ Wages. 


‘ Having to do therefore with fuch a Man and fisch 
© Mafters, I fhall leave them a while to the Correétion 
‘ of their own Guilt, and give them time to fee what 
¢ they can fay next for their SCHEME. And fince they 
‘ have brought the Infpestor-General upon the Stage as 
an Evidence for them, I hope he will not take it ill 
that T turn him upon them in fome other Points 
which they have talk’d with great Affurance of; I 
mean the Trade to France, and of its being to the 
Lofs of England a Million per Annum. As they built 
this Claimour upon the Foundation of that horrid 
‘ Roguery which I have been fpeaking of, ( viz.) the 
‘SCHEME, for one Cheat is generally fiupported by 
‘another; fo the faid Foundation (THE SCHEME ) 
© being funk by this Evidence of the Infpector-General 
‘which they brought to fupport it, the fubfequent 
‘ Fraud (viz.) of the Million Lofs per Ann. will fink 
‘with it, and it is impothible they fhould fupport one 
“without tother. 
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‘ Let us fee then what the Infpeétor-General fays to 
the Trade with France: They cannot deny his Evi- 
“dence: for they themfelves have allow’d hun to be 


©the Proper Officer, and SAY that he is spon Oath ; 
© and I'll add one thing which muft give ftill more force 
“to what he fays, thar is, that whar the Infpector- 
© General fpeaks in this Cafe, was publifhd before this 
‘ Difpute about the Treaty of Commerce was thought 
© of in the World, ( viz.) December 10. 1711: $o that 
¢ it could not he fpoken to be made ufe of on this Oc- 
‘cafion: ir could not be Calculated for the Affair zow 
‘in Difpute among us: I dare fay the Door never 
‘imagind there could have been any fuch Heats as we 
‘ fee carried on about a thing of this nature. 


© The Infpector-General then, in his Report given in 
‘to the Commitlioners of Trade, has thefe Difcourfes, 
© n, 25, 26, 27, 28. after he had frid, as in my laff Letter, 
¢‘ THAT the Politicians of that Age finding it would 
‘ be dificult to engage the People to Join with their Spe- 
‘culations concerning the French Arms and Power, 
‘thought their beft way was to raife a Cry abour 
- Trade, and that England was undone by the prodigi- 
‘ous Over-ballance the French had upon us, AND 
‘THAT this Over-ballance was mace. ufe of inalici- 
© oufly by fome who had a mind to difturb and defame 
‘the Government, Repert Part 1. p. 24,25. After, I 
¢ fay, he had faid thefe things, which are very plain, he 
‘ goes on p. 25. thus: 


“ Whatever Overballance France in’ particular mehr 
have upon us, between the Imports from thence and 
our Exports thither, and admit this Overballance to 
have continued a long time, ’tis evident beyond all 
difpute, that England was every Year a Gainer in 
its univerfal Trade; whereof nothing can be a 
fironger Proof than the Mint-Accounts, Puliion be- 
“ing the Superlucration in Foreign Traffick, and 
“ plenty of Bullion occafioning a great Coinave. And 
from the time it has been fuggefted we carried on 
fuch a lafting and deftruSive Trade with France, 
viz. from 1659 to the 21ft of December 1688, the 
Mint had full Employment, fince it appears from 
the Mint-Rolls, that there was Coined at this Period 
“ ot Time, 
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“ If England has fuffer’d fuch a Drain as the Lofs of a 
Million per Annum, by its Dealings with one 
fingle Country, there could not have been fuch 
an immenfe Coinage in thofe Years; nor could 
the Bullion we received from Spain, return’d as 
the Overballance we had in Trade with the 
Spaniards, have anfwer’d and made good fucha conftant 
Ifue. From whence follows, that this Ballance 
againft us of a Million yearly, wiiich has been af- 
ferced in feveral Books, and in Memonials laid be- 
fore the King and Council, and both Houfes of 
Parliament, muft have been Chimerica!, for By-ends 
advanced by fome, and ignorantly tollowd by 
others. But in cafe of a Gencral Peace (whenever 
it fhall happen) ‘tis eafy to be forefeen this Dif 
ute will always laff. They who may defire the 
ontinuation of the War, or whofe Dealings to 
other Countries may Jead them to obftruct all 
forts of Traftick with France, will affirm fuch an 
Overballance ; they who underftand Trade in ge- 
neral, and who know there can be no found 
Peace between Countries, when there is not a fair 
Commercial Treaty, will deny it; from whence 
future Animofities and Breaches may poflibly arife. 
Tis therefore humbly propos‘d, that this Honour- 
able Board will .dire&t. their Precept to the Com- 
miffioners of Her Majefty’s Cufloms, to lay before 
ou the Book of Entries, as well for the Out- 
orts as the Port of London, from the Year 1668 
to 1688: from which Books, in no Jong Tract of 
Time, and at no great Expence, an Extra& of all 
the Exports and Imports between both King- 
doms, may be made, for as many of thofe Years 
as you in your Wifdom fhall judge neceffary. 


“ From any authentick Memorial I could ever fee, 
relating to the Jofs or Gain by this Traftick, it does 
not appear, that they who ereued either way, went on 
Foundations to be relied on ; Conjeétures and Com- 
utations are commonly to be anfwer'd by other 
onjectures and Computations, perhaps as_planfi- 
ble ; but Demonflrations from Niatrer of Fat (fuch 
as the proposd Extracts trom the original En- 
tries muft be) would put a fine] End to this Dif- 
pute, which for near thirty Years together did oc- 
cafion long and warm Debates in Parliament. 


‘ 


« A Reprefentation to the late King from the Lords 
Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations, bearing 
Date December 23, 1697, afferts, that the French 
Overballanced us in Commerce about a Million 
per Annum, and they mention a Computation of 
one Year, where the Exportations from thence 
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hither are fail to amount to 1,136,159]. and our 
Exportations thither but 171,021]. “Ths likewise 
there laid down, that there were Imported trom 
thence, 
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“ But in the two Years whereof I have an Ac- 
count, there are no fuch large Importations ; they 
likewife fay, that Anno 1685, there was twenty 
thoufand Jon of Wine, and fix thoufand Ton of 
drandy Imported; And from Anno 1688 to Anno 
1689, upwards of twenty thoufand Ton of Wine, 
and abour fix thoufand Ton of Brandy. As to 
the laft Year, the Profpe% of an approaching long 
War, might make our Merchants very much en- 
large their Invefments from thence. As to the 
other Infiances, ic does not appear how the Faéts 
are grounded ; but moft certain it is, that our Ex- 
portations to France never amounted to near a 
Million: ’Tis likewife to be doubted, that the Com- 
putations delivered to the late Kingin 1697 were 
not right, and miftaken either in the Quantity or 
Value of the Goods ; and that ancient Errors and 
former Prejudices were rather follow d than Truth 
confulred, which would fill appear more manifeftly 
if the old Books of Entries were examined. a 
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Here any one may fee from whence, and upon 
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what Occalions it has been, that thefe Clamours at the 
Trade to France, as Over-ballancing Us in Quantities, 
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have been all along raifed, ( viz.) trom Parties and 
Fa@ions againft the Court, and to diffurb and d.fame 


, C ! 
the Goverament. And what elfe are they now Revived 
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‘for, but the fame wicked Ends and Purpofes? as thall 
- farther appear before I have done, if you give me 


eave to write in this manner to you a little longer. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
‘Juft publifh’d, 
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